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Religlous Education at Birtley East Community Primary
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Our Mission Statement:

At Birtley East Community Primary School we keep the whole child in mind. Our professional and skilled team work together to develop all childrew in our care to achieve their full
potential. Teaching and learning is shaped by a curviculum designed to meet the needs of our community, including an additional curviculum focus ow children’s wellbeing and
bnvolvement. Bverything we do s underpinmned by our supportive, caring and inclusive ethos.

Intent:

At Birley East Primary School our religious education
curvieulum inkends to provide opportunities for all childlren
to Learn and achieve, regardless of gewder, ethwicity or
ability. \We ain to promote their self-esteem and emotional
well-being and to velp theme form and maintain positive
velationships, based on respect for themselves and others.

Through our religious education currieulum children are
able to develop their understanding and veflect on what it
means to Wave a faith waile also developing their own
spirvitual emowledge.

As @ school we believe the role of religious education is to help
prepare and equip all children for life in contenporary
Britoin by enabling them to acquire o good level of religious
likeracy, This weans to gain an understanding of the
diverse beliefs and veligious practices of our faith
communities, to understand the secular world view held by o
wanber of people in our society, and to respect the right of all
people to make these very personal choices.

Regular assemblies and celebrotions of religious and won-
veligious festivals and events are inplemented alongside
weekly Religious Education lessons. This enables our
children, to celébrate the diversity of the wider community,
inoluding their beliefs, traditions, culture, Language and
history.

twplementation

Religious Education is prepared by a loeal Standing
Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) and
adopted by @ Local authority. At Birtley Enst we implement
the ‘Gateshend Agreed Syllabus of Religious Education
2018’ though the use of the Discovery RE’ scheme of work
which is then used by teachers to plan and deliver RE
Lessons payjing attention to their individual ehildren.

The Discovery RE scheme advocates an enguiry model with a
4-step approach as the basis for implementation. Every unit
(enauiry) is based aroumd 0 Rey question and follows 4
steps; 1—Engagement, 2—Investigation, 2—evaluation and
4—Expression. The children start from their own experience
to ensure understanding of the concept being studied thea
move into investigating that concept in depth from the point
of view of the chosen. veligion. lnvestigation. Lessons wot only
support the children with embedding their RE knowledge,
but also conkribute to their oracy and critical thinking
skills. In Step 3, they complete an assessment activity to
evaluate the question agaim in Light of thelr new kunowledgae,
and have further opportunities to enmbed their own reflections
on the learning in Step 4.

The enquiries have beew carefully chosen and mapped out
goross school thimking about our childven and the
community. Christianity plus ot Least one other religion is
studied Un each year growp, emswing that the childven
vevisit prior Learming for both veligions and build on the
prévious enquiries.

lmpact:

At E'Lvtleg East, children are gi\/ew the Dppovtuvu’,tg to Learn
and achigve vegardless of gender, ethnicity or ability,.

Teachers weasure the npact in Religious Education by
canying out both formative and Swmwmative assessment.
Teachers then use this assessment to influsnce their
planning and ensure that children are building on their
skills and knowledge over time. At the end of each unit
teachers cany out @ discussion with the subject leader
Looking at core knowledge and reflecting on the unit as a
whole. This ennbles the positive impact of RE, to all children,
to be seen in the many ways they achieve our inkentions
previously outlings.

we have developed a set of key Mantras to help children et
their end points. Owr Religious Education currioulion

intends to ensure:

. Children have vespect and undersianding of
veligious and non-religious beliefs.

. Children. are able to express their views respectfully.

. Children are able to recoguise the similarities between

veligious and won-religious views.

. Childven cam wunderstand how faith and religion. can

influsnce how people Live their lives.
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Religlous Education Coverage

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 1

\What makes people special?
Thewe: Special people

Religion: Chvistinity owd juda-
=

Wit is Christmas?
Theme: Celebrations /Festivals
Religion: Chvistianity

Fow do people Celebrate?
Theme: Celebrations /Festivals

Religion Hindulsm

Whot is Enster?
Theme: Celebrations /Festivals
Religion: Chvistianity

\What can we Leavn from stories?
Thewe: Stories

Religion: Christionity and tslam

\What makes places special?
Theme: Special Places
Religion: Christionity and
sslaw

Does Ciod want Chvistians to ook
after the world?

Thewe: Beliefs and Practices
(creation)

Teligion: Chvistianity

\What gifts might Ciistians in
vy towm have given Jesus if he
i begw borw et vather than in
Bethlehom?

Theme: Celebrations /Festivals
Religion: Chvistinnity

was it abways easy for Jesus to
Snow friendship?

Theme: Stories (Friendship)
Religion: Chvistinnity

Wiy wos Jesus welcomed Like o
king or celebrity by crowds on
ol Sunday?

Theme: Celebrations /Festivals
Religion: Chvistianity

1s Shabbat important to Jewish
children?

Thewne: Bl
(Shabbat)
eligion: Judnism

efc and Proctices

Ave Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kipputr ivaportamt to Jewish chil-
dren?

Thewe: Celeborations/ Festivals
weligion: Judnism

15 it possible to be kiwd to every-
one all of the time?

Theme: Beliefs andl Practices
Religion: Chvistinnity

Wwhy do Ciristians believe cod
gave Jesus to the worldz  Thewae:
Celebyations /Festivals Religion.

Clvistianity

Toes praying ot regular intenvols
nelp Muslivas i teiy everyday
Lifer

Thewe: Proyjer § Worship
eligion: slam

How important is it to Christions
that Jesus canme back to life after
his rcifixion? Thewe: Celebra-
tions /Festivals

Religion: Chvistinnity

Tots goiing to & Mosque give
Muslins a sense of belonging?
Thewme: Community §
Belonging

Religion: lslam

Does completing the Hoajj make o
Pperson o better Musliv?
Theme: Prayer § Worship

®eligion: tslam

Would celebrating Dbwnli bring a
sense of belonging to o Hindu
child?

Theme: Community and Belong -
g (iwali)

Religion Hinduism

Hos Christmas Lost its true
weeaning?

Theme: Celebratipns /Festivals
Religion: Chvistianity

Could Jesus neal people? were
these mirncles or is theve some
other explonation?

Thewe: Storits (Mivacles)
=eligion: Chvistianity

\what is ‘good” albout Ciood Fri-
day?
Theme: Celebrations /Festivals

Religion: Chvistianity

How special is Allak to Muslims?
Theme: Prayer § Worship

Religion: tslam

How does the @u'van influence

Muslins today?
Theme: Beliefs and Practices

Religion: tslam

How special is the velationship
| Jews nave with ciodt?

Thewe: Beliefs and Practices

Religion: Judaism

\What is the most siguificant
part of the Chyistwmas story for
Chistinns today?

Thewe: Celebyations /Festivals
Religion: Chvistinnity

How Evaportant is it for Jewish
people to do what Ciod askes then
to do?

Thewe: Celebyations/Festivals
Religion: Judaisne

s forgiveness abways possible for
Christians?

Theme: Celebrations /Festivals
Religion: Chvistianity

\what s the best way for a jew to
Show commitvagnt to God?
Theme: Prayer § Worship

Religion: Judaism.

Do pesple need to go to church to
show they are Chiistions?
Theme: Prayer § Worship

Religion: Chvistianity

\what is the best way for @ Hindi
to show commitvagnt to God?

Theme: Prayer § Worship

Religion: Hinduism

s the Christwmas story true?
Theme: Celebrations /Festivals

eligion: Chvistianity

How con Brahvan be everywiere
and i everything?

Thewe: Beliefs and Practices

Religion: Hinduism

How signifisant is it for Chris-
tows to believe cod intended
Jesus to die?

Theme: Celebratipns /Festivals
Religion: Chvistianity

Do beliefs in Karma, Sovsarn
and Moksha help Hindues Lead

good Lives?

<o Proctices
Religion: Hinduism

\what s the best way for a Chris-
tiaw to show commibiment to
Ciod?

Theme: Beliefs and Practices
Religion: Chvistinnity

How could Humanists lead o
good Life?

Thewe: Beliefs and Practices
Humanism

How siguificant (s it that Mary
wais Jesus’ mother?

Theme: Celebrations /Festivals
Religion: Chvistinnity

s anything ever etermal?
Theme: Beliefs andl Practices

Religion: Chvistianity

s Chyistianity still a strong
veligion 2000 years after Jesus
wns ow Earth?

Theme: Celebrations /Festivals
Religion: Chvistianity

Does belief in Akhivah (Life after denti) help Muslims Lead @ good

Lifer

Theme: Beliefs and Proctices Religion: 1slam.
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what Drives our Rellglous Education Curriculum?

At Birtley East Community Primary School we keep the whole child in mind. Our professional and skilled team work together to develop all childvew in our care to achieve their full
potential. Teaching and learning is shaped by a curviculum designed to meet the needs of our community, including an additional curviculum focus on children’s wellbeing and
nvolvement. Everything we do is underpinned by our supportive, caring and tnclusive ethos. Our Drivers for our Religious Education Curriculum are:

Broaden Horizons

our Religious Education curdeulum aims to bronden
childven’ horizons by asking questions and eacouraging
thew to ask their own questions in order to develop their own
critical thinking, self-beliefs and self-confidence. They are
introduced to key concepts and vocabulary thot will support
them to discuss religious ideas and points of view. This
helps prepare and equip all children for Life in contenporary
Britain by enabling thew to acquire @ good Level of religious
literacy. I teaches the children about different religious
views poinks, shave ideas about the meaning and purpose of

Life, ethical issues and views about ight and wrong.

Evsure Rigour

our Religious Education curiculum is mapped out in a
way that ensures rigour. The enquiry based wnits have been
selected and sequenced givew thought to the children's
previous lnowledge and skills and Links to future units. It
has beew ensured tnat each unit is in response to the needs of
our children, particular things about where our school is and
the nature of this school community. The end result is a
g00d structured and sequenced curriculum that is delivered
through high quality teaching enabling the children to
Renow wore, vemencoer more and do wore .

Plan for End points

Our curviculum mantras help all children reach their

end points:

. t have vespeet and understanding of religious
and non-religious beliefs.

. 1 can express my views respeetfully.

. I can vecoguise the similarities between

religious and non-religious views.

. t understand how faith and religion can
influence how people Live their Lives.

Account fo Gops

our Religious Bdueation curvieulum offers opportunities for
childven of all abilities to develop their skills and kmowtedge
in each unit. The way the units are wapped out ensure
childven vevisit prior Learning for the veligions covered, both
i that year group and from previous years, which allows for
Qups in Learning to be filled.

Buery year the children will complete an ewquiyg on
Chiristmas and Easter, which both enables the children to
vevisit keey Rnowledge (accounting for gaps) and build
wpon. this.

Create Ambition

\We aim to ensure that we are ambitious for all of our pupils
and instill anbition. in oy pupils. Our Religious Education
cunvieulun achieves this by giving childrew @ positive
attitude and @ strong sense of self elief. During RE lessons
children are provided with o supportive and encouraging
environment through showing respect and celebrating
similavities and differences. The unit overviews for RE have
given thought to how each umit supports our childven’s
wellbeing and involvement, including developing their
sense of self and sense of belonging. It is through this
childven are confident and have the drive to succeed in life,
contributing to a diverse world.

Development Priprities / Strengths
Devel gpmﬁwt Priovities
Oraey—to enable all children to express themselves fluently

and gravmatically in speech thiowgh @ clear foous on tier
two and three vocabudary.

Reflection—this was identified as area for development
through a pupil voice activity. Childrem we able to share their
Ruowledge but struggled to reflect on this. Our new unit
overviews have specific reflection questions t support this.

Strength

Respect—it is clear childven have a great respect for all
veligious and non-religious beliefs.
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