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Geography at Birtley Bast Community Primary School
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Our Mission Statement:

At Birtley East Community Primary School we keep the whole child in mind. Our professional and skilled team work together to develop all childrew in our care to achieve their full
potential. Teaching and learning is shaped by a curviculum designed to meet the needs of our community, including an additional curviculum focus ow children’s wellbeing and
bnvolvement. Bverything we do s underpinmned by our supportive, caring and inclusive ethos.

Intent:

At Birtley East Primary School, we aim for children to
wnderstand thelr velationship with the world and their place
within it. The intention (s to develop a high-quality
geography education which inspires pupils to have a
ouriosity and fascination about the world and its
people. It inkends to sparke curlosity and wonder in all
our children about the world in which they lve.
Therefore, geography teaching wotivates children to
find out about the human and physical world and
ennbles them to recognise the bmportance of

sustainable development for the future of mankind.

tn Line with the National Curriculum Objectives for
Geography, our intent is that all pupils:

develop contextucal knowledge of the Location. of alobally
siguificant places - both tevestrial and marine -
including their defining paysical and hiauon
chayacteristics and how these provide @ geographical
context for understanding the actions of processes

wnderstand the processes that give rise o key paysical and
nwman geographical features of the world, now these ave
inkerdepandent andl how they bring oot spatiol
variation and caamge over time

are competent in the geographical skills weesed to: - collect,
analyse and communicate with o range of dota gothered

tavough experiences of fieldwork that deepen their

wnderstanding of geogyaphical processes.

lnplesmentation:

The implementation of the curicudum ensuves all of our childrew.
wake progyess tarough a variety of nclusive, engaging and

challenging experiences and opportanities. \We deliver gesgraphy
skills, knowledge and vocalulary thyough avange of age-
approprinte topics. \We have developed o enriching, adaptable
curviculion with opportunities for cross-cunicular Links that will
enalle ouy pupils to become bumersed tn the widerworld. The
curvicudion is Gaplemented focusing on both geographical
kuopwiledge and skills progression and development. Each wnit of
work has an over arching question to drive an investigative
approach to Learwing. \We have o Locol focus each year growp be
velevant to the Local. civcuamstances of our school cveating a bespoke
curviculum for the childven of Birtley. This means we make use of
the Local envivonment i ot Least one topic in every year group, and
encournging fieldwork and the inpuct of Local sites and experts. We
vegudlarly choose o Locality where the homan activities and physical
featuves provide @ contynst to those that predominate in our owmn
inenmeddiate aven. Thyoughn theiy work in geogyaphy, childven begin to
Leayw, fivst abouct theiy imumedinte sunvounding (school), their Local
aren, awd thew they compare tnis with tnat of other regions in the
wnitedl Kingolom and in tihe vest of the world. Tayough this
Pprogressive approach they Lean how to draw and interpret maps and
they develop the skills of vesearch, imvestigation, analysis and
problew solving. For each topic we collect o selection. of ‘sticky facts’
Thne facts ave one of two things. Intevesting and often waemorable
facts about a topic that the children Love to Leam more about. Or
kuowiedge the childvem are vequired t know in order to progress.
successfully tarough the cunriculion. As part of our weekly
ineplementation. of the geography curviculuss, childyen will collect,
vecovdl andd vevisit these facts thvouglout a topic and in cther topics
whes

Learwing is nterconmected

teapact:

At Birtley Enst, the expectation is that the majority of pupils will
weove thyough the progravanae of study ot broadly the same pace. Our
bespoke curvicudum teaches thew kinowledge about tne world around
theva and gives thew tae skills to dive deepey andl find out neove.

Tirough tnelr growing kewowledge and understanding of human

otography, children will Leave us with u. appreciation of taelr place
U the worldl and tne Life of cthers wear and far inclusding other
cultures. Decisions about when to progress shouldl abways be based
on the security of pupils’ wnderstanding, skills development and

theiy veadiness to progress to the next stage. To Support those pupils

Who vy not be ready £ weove o, we have vegulay vevisiting of
“stickey facks’ and pre teach key vocabulary for curvent topics. \We
fntend on ou curvicuduom enabling all childven to be confident in
wsing tier pne voonbulary, wost children to be confident in using
titr 2 topic spectfic vocabiclary, and some childven to be gaining
aenter deptin it thaeir Leayming by using tier 3 vocalbulary to tolie
oeogyaphically about a topic. Teachers wmensure the impact in
geography by canying out formative assessiment tnrough AfL in
ench session and feedoack is givew to children. Teachers thea use
this assessment to influence theiv planning. Childven ave yapialy
idewtified ns weeding fuvther challenge or addlitional support, and
We ensue tnat this (s provided i 0 timely) masner. We wnderstand

that cateh-up does ot abways work, and as A consequence our
interventions focus on pre teaching vocabulary and where
oppropridte supporting or adjusting the outcome of @ tosk. chers can
weensure inapact by using an end of wnit task Linked to the key
question in a topic. This can take the form of a variety of tasks
from @ direct written vesponse to the question to @ group presentation
o dymuea. This is thew supported using our year growp | can
statements which ave developed from our skills progression
docunent.
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qeo@mphg Coverage

Autumn

Summer

Human and physical geography: My
school and Birtley .

The worlol Arouno Me: continents anol

seas

Huwman and physieal geography: a
focus on Birtley thew Neweastle anol
Gateshend quayside.

Human and physical geography of the

united Kingdom - London

The River Tywne, Neweastle and Gates-
head

Huwman and physical geography: Pe-

uw

Local stup% - Ei‘(tLEH/C;MtESVIEBP{
ReEASONS to travel.

Fleldwork

Earthquakes and Voleanoes

ltaly - Buropean study

Tourism — reasons to travel.

Rivers
Physical processes.

Physical and human uses

North American region § UK Compari-

son

The poles

South America and Brazil

£ hours

Rainforests

4 hours

our reglon: Consts

& hours

European country stuolg:
qreece

Our reglon: The NE

The use of natural energy sources 9

hours

Continue from Spring term
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what Brives our geography Currieulum?

ethos. Our Drivers for pur Art Curviculus are:

At Birtley €ast Community Privatry School we Reep the wiole child in vaind. Our professiondl and skilled teava work togetner to develop all childvea in our care to ackieve their full potewtial. Teaching awd Learing is shaped by
@ curriculura designed to vaeet the weeds of our conmunity, including an additional curiculu forus on childrew’s wellbeing and iuvolverent. Everytiaing we do is wnderpinned by our supportive, caring aad inclusive

Epaden Horizons

Gtography is centered avound the varied experiences the childyen, ove

offered tarough their cunviculum. During their jourmey through
sclaool they have the experiences of using and creating maps, using
wp to date technology and video foctage, visiting Local geograpnical
sighnts, attending residentinls and having cavefully selected
Visitors comee fnto sehipol. This enables the childven to fully immerse
theneselves i the place or thewee they ave Learming about and brings
the curviculun to Life. Giving the childven these opportunities will
nelp foster their creativity and elp thew thyive in their geograpnical

enquivies.

Evsure Rigour

Our geography cuniculum is developed to ensure children
vevisit topics. We also ensure that children. are provided with
an opportunity to recap prior Learning at the start of every
Lesson. This rigorous Learming enables our childven. to recain
oeographical Rnowledge. Our curriculum is developed so
themes are vepeated and vevisited year on year so children
gy general aeographic thenes.

are rigorously rev

Plan
Our curriculum mantras help all childven reach their end
points:

. | cam talk about the physical and human features of
various Localities

. 1 have an understanding of the Earth's key physical
processes
. 1 use enguiny o develop mmy wnderstanding of my

Lomlr}g and the world around me

Account fo Gops

Our geography curviculune  is anbitious for all of our
children. All children access this regardless of additional
wneed, disadvantage or social circwmstance. \Where weeded,
childven. receive carefully planned intervention or seaffold
S0 that they access the curvieulum fully. 1n designing our
geography cunvieulum, we easure the geographical Locations
and themes studied represent cultural, ethnic and social
diversity. We ensure we cam intervene when pupils weed
support and we can adjust the curriculm accordingly.

Create Ambition

The kiwowledge and skills childven develop thvough our awbitius.
geography cuniculum ensure that they are fully equipped for the
wext stage of their education. Lemming about the world ayound
then is impevative part of our children wnderstanding where they
fit in the world. They als investignte how humans and wature ore
interconnected, and the vole we play as humans in protecting our
ever changing envivonments helping them wake well informed

decisions about th

i future. The cundeulon is plawned to sparke
curiosity nd engage the childven Gn critical thinking by
answering enuin questions about pecple, places and current
affaivs. n geogyaphy, childven ave taught to discuss awd debote
{ssues with clarity, awd listew to peoples points of view.

Developruent Priprities / Strengtins
Oracy~to eaable all children to express themselves fluently and
gravasatically in speech through @ clear focus on tier two and three
vocabulary.

Streagths

vt seaffoled andl supported €0 keep up

raphy Lead andl dep
horough and £ promste oppirtus
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