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Writing at Birtley Bast Community Primary School

Our Mission Statement:

At Birtley East Community Primary School we keep the whole child in mind. Our professional and skilled team work together to develop all childrew in our care to achieve their full
potential. Teaching and learning is shaped by a curviculum designed to meet the needs of our community, including an additional curviculum focus ow children’s wellbeing and
bnvolvement. Bverything we do s underpinmned by our supportive, caring and inclusive ethos.

Inten

At Bitley East Primary School, every child is giver the
opportunity to Acquive the Rapwitdge and skills necessary to becorae
analytical veaders and conapeteat autinors. We provacte enjoyment of
writing by carefully selecting high-quality texts that inspire
children.

From the very start of their journmey at Birtley East, children Leam to
write following our phonics schere, Little Wandle, easuring that
every child, without exception, is equipped with the skills to write.

carefully planned writing Lessons allow our children to develop taeir
skills. Children are taught to adapt their writing for a vange of
Puarposts, styles, contexts and audiences.

Our curriculuss ensures taat children are exposed to and inanmersed
in our carefully chosea spine of core texts each year. Books are
chosen for their rvich language, challenging subject wmatter or
vepresentation of diversity.

Teachers easure that childven have @ deep wnderstanding of their
600k 50 that they are experts wien wiiting.

To build strong language conprenension skills, pupils need to
develop an understanding of Gramsmar and syntax and ouild up a
wide-ranging vocabulary.

Writing is grounded in the processes of shared wiiting with a
Strong and systerantiz foous o securing the basics of handwriting,
Phowics, spelling and graveadr in relation to what is weeded for
Progress and the text type being taught

tmplementation:

Since Sefiember 2017 we have consistently pomoted @ talk for writing
approach tarough our work with the Primary Writing Project. The aiwm of |
the Primary Writing Project’ was t wotivate children and teackers o
writers, deepening understanding about writing and refiring skills so
that childrew. veake good progress and standards are vaised. This process
s had a significant impact on eary writers, giving children clear
models and o varied wiiting diet. As the childven progress into Key
Stage 2, we wanied to challenge thom o beome wore indepeadent
wiiters and have adofied the Gateshead strategy of Gualiny Text
Guality wiiting. At Birtley East Community Priveary School, we use
ot strategies to fully immerse our childven and exsure they are
challenged to become competns, creative wiiters.

e continue o follow a ‘tooke based” appronch using wigh-quality books
a5 the core text to stimulate ideas avd toples for writing. The aim s for
pupils o explore the texts in a sustained way and eagage with the
vanteriols v deph; thereby, poviding content for thelr own writing.
These texts usually act as mestor teds (geavine nigh-quality exmwples
of tie type of writing the childven will produce as an outcome of the wait
of work). Were the text is used for the Lnitiol stimulus only (e.0. the
children. veadt o warvative that stivulotes o plece of writing to discuss an
issue or persusde), model texts will supplement the core text and act o5
mentor texts for our Young wiiters.

We develop writing sKills so that our writers develop the staming and
ability t write ot or above the expected standavd. Owr quality tex
certtred curviculum ensures children are provided with exciting
for purpose. Handwriting, grawmar, spelling

opportunities for writi:

and punctustion are carefully woven tvough and applied in o
meaningful way.

mpact:

At Birtley East, We stroagly believe that whea childven are givea
veal veasons to write, it inapacts positively; on their written outcones.
Taking a piece of writing through to publisking to aw authentic
audieace gives clear purpose for the writing and a sease of
achievenent for our writers.

We expect our teachers to ste writing as @ process that requires
responsive teaching and the ability to vapve back and forwards
betwetn different aspects of writing instruction rather than viewing
this as a Linear process. This is why our approach is vepresented
using a spiral: teaching will waove between the different aspects eg.
develop sorat vocabulary, teach awd practise a wew grarcradr SKill
tncorporating the taught vocabulany, then returw to explicitly teach
vaort vocabulary to broaden. the vange of available words O practise
@ particular technique, apply it into a short wiiting task and then,
as appropriate, vevisit the techwioue to vepaiy waisunderstanding or
develop and degpen wnderstanding. Sffective delivery of the
cuniculu requires teachers to feedoack to children at all stages
and use assessiment to inform wext steps in teaching.

. Quality Text, Quality Writing

. \Writing for Purpose

. Evabedded Conuprenension
* Avabitious vnmkuluvg
* Thematic Links

¢ Purposeful Grammar
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what Brives our Writing Curriculum?

i)

etios. Our Drivers for our Avt Curviculusm are:

AL Birtley €ast Convnaunity Privaary School we Retp the wiole child in vaind. Our professional awd skilled tean worke together to develop all childven in our care to nchieve treir full potential. Teacking and Learaing is shaped by
a curviculuwm designed to vaeet the needs of our mwwi!y, including an additional curriculum focus on children’s wellbeing and involvement. Evzvathim@ we do is underpinaed ha our supportive, caring and inclusive

Broaden Horizons

Our writing cuniculum ensures that children experionce
texts and writing styles from a range of cultures, and
tradditions allowing them to explore the lives of those they
may ot always come across within their Locality.

we have @ large foous on vocabulary, introducing wew
vocabulary to the childrew which ollows them to wove
seavmlessly between writing styles, purposes and audiences.

Ensure Rigour

As they progress through school, the childven of Birtley East
Compmunity Primary School are immersed in a carefully plavmed
vange of gewres and, with each one, build understanding of

- the purpose for the writing,

- the intended inepact of grammar and writing techniques,

- the effect of vocabulary choice on the readers’ thoughis and feelings

- how to write effectively.

We set high expectations for our learers and challenge them to
innprove thelr writing s they wove tarough @ wnit of work. we do this.
by providing clear feedback that supports the childven o write
Bccurttely (corvecting enors) and to edit their content for quality. we
Wt our Learners to be thoughtful writers who have high expectitions
{for themselves and take pride in their writing.

Plan for End poits
Our curriculum mavtras help all children reach their end
points:

1 am awn author:

. Uwrite with knowledge of audience, purpost and inepact
. 1 have an awareness of the reader
1 caun apply skills Leanat previowsly as well as those we are
Leaywing curenily
1 caun select and st vocabulary to inepact the reader

1 ave. . inddeperdent writer with an understanding of how
o edit and publish vy writing

Account for Gaps

Our writing cunisulum

Writing can be thought of as @ process made wp of five
components: — plavning; — drafting; — revising; —
editing and — publishing. « Effective writers use a wumber
of strategies to support each component of the writing
process. For exaneple, planming caw be inmproved through the
strategy of goalsetting. At Birtley East we scribe and model
Vow, when, and why peils should use each strategy,
support pupils to practise with feedback, thea gradually
veduce support as pupils increasingly s the strategies
independently.

Create Ambition

We aim to provide seoure wodels for children to base their
writing wpon.

Giving pupils a reason to write—and someome to write for—
can support effective writing and provide opportunities to
teach pupils how to adapt ther wiiting for different
audiences and purposts.

Development Priprities / Strengtns

Oracy—to enable all children to express themselves flugntly
and gravematically in speech through a clear focus o tier
twp and three vocabulary.

The explicit teacking of wew vocabulary should wot be seen|
as an isolated activity. To help pupils to retain and use new
vocabulary, teachers should focus on providing pupils with
vepeated exposure to wew vocabulary, ineluding wodelling
and scaffolding of its use. Repeated exposure to new
Vocabulary also helps to build pupils’ understanding of how
new words caw be used in different contexts.
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