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Mission Statement

BIRTLEY EAST COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL: Achievement for All
At Birtley East Community Primary School we keep the whole child in mind. Our professional and skilled team work together to develop all children in our care to achieve their full potential. Teaching and learning is shaped by a curriculum designed to meet the needs of our community, including an additional curriculum focus on children’s wellbeing and involvement. Everything we do is underpinned by our supportive, caring and inclusive ethos. 

RRSA

Article 3 (best interests of the child)

The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children
Article 6 (life, survival and development)

Every child has the right to life. Governments must do all they can to ensure that children survive and develop to their full potential.

Article 24 (health and health services)

Every child has the right to the best possible health. Governments must provide good quality health care, clean water, nutritious food, and a clean environment and education on health and well-being so that children can stay healthy. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this.

Article 27 (adequate standard of living)

Every child has the right to a standard of living that is good enough to meet their physical and social needs and support their development. Governments must help families who cannot afford to provide this.

Article 28 (right to education)

Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this.

Article 29 (goals of education)

Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.

Birtley East Primary School is committed to the health and safety of its members and will take

action to safeguard their well-being. We will actively discourage the use of illegal substances,

alcohol or tobacco and the misuse of glue, solvents, prescribed and over-the-counter medicines.

We acknowledge the importance of our pastoral role in the welfare of young people and through

the general ethos of the school, will seek to enable pupils needing support to come forward.

It is our aim to develop a whole school approach to drug education in the context of the school

curriculum.

Inclusive definition of drugs

We define a drug as a substance that, when taken into the body, changes the way we feel, the way we perceive things, and the way our body works. This definition includes illegal substances and also legal substances such as alcohol, tobacco, solvents and medicines and ‘legal highs’ as defined by the Psychoactive Substances Act 2016 which is due to be passed as law during 2016.

Rationale/key principles

We will provide all pupils with drug education as an integral part of our Wellbeing and Involvement curriculum. It is our aim to help all pupils to be able to take their place safely in a world where a wide range of drugs exists. We recognise that some drugs have beneficial effects, but also that every drug has potential harm. For this reason, all drugs need appropriate and responsible care and management. In order to be able to make informed choices, staff and pupils need to understand the nature of drugs, their social status, their uses and effects.

Ethos

Drug education in our school aims to enable pupils to make healthy informed choices by increasing

their knowledge, exploring a range of attitudes towards drug use and developing and practising

decision making skills. The programme we follow is based on national and local guidelines for good

practice and is appropriate to the age and experience of our pupils.

Content

Drug issues will be reinforced throughout the child’s education, matching their increasing understanding and maturity.

Key Stage 1

Children should be introduced to ideas about how to keep healthy and the role of drugs as medicines.

Key Stage 2

Children should be introduced to the fact that whilst all medicines are drugs, not all drugs are medicines. They should also begin to be aware of the harmful effects on health of abuse of tobacco, alcohol and other drugs. The drug education programme will provide opportunities for pupils to:

explore attitudes and values around drug misuse.

practise decision making skills.

become aware of peer pressure.
develop assertiveness skills.

consider the consequences of risk taking.

learn how to access sources of help and information.

emphasise the benefits of a healthy lifestyle.

evaluate media messages on drug use.

Use of visitors and outside speakers

Outside agencies may be involved in the planning and teaching of the drug education programme

and will be asked to adhere to our school policy. We use visitors to support our planned teacher

lead programme of education, in line with national and local guidance. The class teacher is always

present when visitors are working with our pupils. 
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